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NEAR EAST/AWRICA IiTHLICERCE SUMMARY

Gt

the Plestiras solution: Thne reo .acenent of the minorliy
Venigelos Cabinet by a thrsc.par.y cealitlon under General
Plastiras has at leasl cleared gvay ihe wost impmediste
sources of instabilicy end inelfoectiveness in the Greek
Government. In finslly deciding to joia the other cemter
parties in a Plastiras joveramen...a decision made undcr
considerable pressure |GG  ox vithin 25X6A
his own party.-V.nlgelos opened the way for the emergence
of a csbinst which not only will have a small parliamentary
majority In its own rigit but le also geonerally regarded-
as the combinatlion best reprerorling the verdict returned : i
by the Greel people in last month's electicns. Apparentl
assured of surviving at least ils ivitisl parliamentary tests, ]
the new government ia in a4 position 1o make & real attempt }
to caryy cut the econsric roforms asscciated with the US 1
|
|

ald prograwm. In additisn, it w:ill be sblie to seek a further
normalization of pollcicsl il:e wharcugh such measures as the
early scheduling of locel elections governmental decentreligs.-
tion, snd the broadening of present ammesty arrangements for

former adherents of tho extreme lefi.

The continued stability of itne goevernment, howvever, is
less certein. Within the coalision. Venizelos'® attempt to
assure the role of premier hirgelf "as undoubtediy laid the
basis for future dissemsion, wkile the somewhat headstrong
Plastiras my find It qifficvlt to remain in agreement with
his mere moderate cclleagues wnldur Lhe day-to-day stresses
of running the government. Outz.de thes cabinet, the Palace

and right. wing politicians ara 2tili strongly opposed to
Plast: ras as premier and w.ll take every opportunity to under- =
mine him. At the sawe T .me, ulhe desutlies of the far left,

who ncw appeay willing to z0 along with Plast.ras, w.1ll
probabily soon break wiih h.om over the d.fflcult amnesty end

wage-freeze [ssues. Although ciier temporary government
combirationg might be tried showld the Plastiras solut.on
falil, none are likely to survive lcug and nev national
elect ons would prebsbly soon neczowe necessary Lo bresk i

the stalemts. B

TUREE?

The new J=Dasouing . The peculli rly comglomerate associa.
tion of Turkish lpd. viduals who 28 e jo.ned forces and are
about to stend for olsceiicn urdcr che Intion Party label

i
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nave little chance of running better than third in nest
wonth's elections. The party 13 not yst well organiged and
auffers from ill-balanced leadership, conflieting purposes,
and inedequately defined programs. The motley group may dbe
described as the nevw.style civilian irregulers {polltical,

not military), though they have st yet acquired the ave- |
inspiring reputation of the famous, hut long extinet, Turklsh
bashl bs.zouks., ‘

The Nation Party (WP) was founded by Hikmet Bayur. a
politican who has nol heid public office for some years and
who was appargntly inspired to siuart the party as a channel
for expressing his dislike of ?resident Indnldl. A few otner
men alsoc hostile to Indpll joined him. end the party gained
parliamentary representation when certain members of the
larger opposition group (the Dempcratic Party) broke away
and joined the KP. Beyur's group cbtalned some prestipge
by persvading the late lMarshal Jekmal, & greatly respected
national figure, to accept the title of honorary president
of the NP. The party's chances at nexiy month's elections
suffered & heavy blow ypon the death of the old mershal last
veek. Sirong efforts have been mde to keep the marshsl’'s
name before the public, howvever, through arranging public
appearances for a retired air force general, Jeflk Cakumk,

25X6A

The NP appears now to be inspired as much by dislike
of the DP leaders as of Indnll and the ruling government party.
There seems ta be little that is positive about NP aims and
proposed methods- other than to get cne group of "rascals"
out of power and keep ancther from repjacing it. The HP
has dutifully observed fermalities in supporting Turkey's
present foreign policy--it would get short shrift from the
Turkish public if 1t did not--but & certain hostlility Im
the attitude of some party spolkscmen toward the Wesi hes
sometimes been discernible. Basacially an "anti"” group,
the NP contains assorted elemeniz which probably would
quickly disagree witl one another I1f the party should ever
come into powar. Some members appear Lo be religlous re.
actionaries who seek to gain voies from the more faithful
Voslens; others, who may be regarded as progressives;, &dvo-
cate the strengthening of privete onterprise in Turkey.
Some speak of the need for continued, orderly democratic
evolution; others.-like ths bruzen.veiced deputy Sadik
Aldogan-..call for faster, more vlclent actlion. The party

; . ol
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may win a fev seates here aid there-.particularly in heavily
populated Istanbul Province, for erample--but it will almost
certainly run & poor third to the two stronger partles.
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Fivpncing re.employment: There are indications that unemploy-
ment in Iren may reach crivical proportions within a few
weeks unless the government can obiain additional funds for
emergency measures. While the goveriment mede limited offorts
throughout the winter to care for the needy by offering work
on public projects, distributing wheat, and extesnding dolesn,
wnerployment has persistod &3 the countiry's nuuber one pro-
blem, Degtitute peasanis frorm tiae provinces continue Lo
migrate to the cities, whore severe lndustrisl unempleyment
has existed for some months. Somwe 20,000 jobless sre soncen.
trated at the single town of Keraj, outside Teinran. ard though
they have coanfined themseives to psesaceful demonatratlons in
thelr attempts to get belp from the central government ., actual
rioting has taken place in several cities in northwestern Isab.
The USSR is meking strong propagands efforis to expleit the
sltuation, ard Iranian sources suggest that Soviet or Tudeh
agents are encouraglng the movewsnt of tne peassnts into the
citlea. While many peasants wilil probably return 1o the

lapd when summer comes and others will be given public works
Jobs, more frequent snd rore violent demounstrations amcug

the uremployed wey teke place ualess the government meanwhile
takes more effective mensares than if nas in the past.

In outlining his prcgram to the Majlis lest week, Prime
Minisier Ali Mansur stated thet immediate steps would be
taken to provide additionsi jota lau the comstruction of roads
and railroads, on which sbout 14,000 needy have already been
glven work. It 1s quesilomable, hovever, whether the govern-
ment c¢an provide emergency help cu = learge-scale beasis
without meking sericus inroads intc funds earmarked for the
Seven Year Plan. Iran‘s 1949..0 budget 1s reportedly one
billion rials {approxirmtely 1i million pounds sterling) in
the red. The government has aireaty borrowed Z,300,000
pounds sterling from the Seven Year Plan Organization to
pay morml sslsaries and finance cwrrent rellef projects, and
it mey VYe compelled to borrow further from the present re-
meining sterling balances of tae Pian for emergency relief
purposes. The Shah ia meenwhile attempiting to cbtain an
advance of six mil)ion pounds sterilng on oll royaltles {rom
the AI0C, The use of these funds st this time would &lso
affect the Seven Year Plan, lhowever, since oil royeltics
vere intended to furnish nmuch of the piants futurs capital
needs ,
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NOTED IN BRIEF

The Greek trade union povement 1is currently the subject of
intense organizational sctivity by left-wing political groups.

While the topr lcadership renaina in the hands of an extremely
conservative group, there has becn & noticeable trend toward
the left on the lower levels. (The iabor vote was apparenily
responsible for the recent electoral victories of Plastires
and the extrems left Democratic #romt in Athens and Salonika.)
Communist efforts to form & “United Syndicalist Movement,"
nowever, are reportedly getting little cooperation from the
parliamentary left-wing Demperatic Front, which 1ls indepen-
dently Crying to expand its own labor follewing. VWhile it

is 8till uncertain how great an inprosd the leftists cen make
on rightist control of tnﬁ uniocrs, the unions may in any

case be used a8 & means of pressure agsinst the Plestliras
Government . Long exlstent labor unrest will not be eeslly
curbed by the wage-Price freero necessary Lo the U8 ajd pro-
gram, and unless the Plastiras Cablnet can show early progress
toward improving the geneval stendard of living, strikes mey
well assumwe serlous preportions.

E ' 3 *

The Turkish Communist pcggﬁmngagnLﬁzkmgx, vho went onm a

hunger.strike in an effory to gein release from prison, has
reportedly been hospitelized and presumsbly is now receiving
nourishment. His death might have caused the government

some erbarrassment beceuse of a falirly widespread bellefl that
he was sent to prison unjustly some twelve yesrs ago. Nezim
Hikmet would probably havs been released under the terms of
an amnnesty bill which teiled of passsge and was sent back for
further study dn commitiee just befcre the nstional assembly
wvas dissolved last month. The new rssembly will convene on
2- My, and not long thereafter may conasider the bill. The
form in which it is l1ikely %o pass 18 expected to permit
liboration of the incarcerstsd poet.

* * -

The recent reslgnstion of Sirry Pashs as Chief of rgypt's
Roval Csbinet cannct but further the gradual decline which
has been taking place ia Pelace-wWafidist relations. Even
though the former independent Iremier my have been eased

out becesuse of purely personsl, differences with the king,

his departure removesa a8 styohy influeccs againat & resurgencs
of the bitterness waich has existed in the past between King

Farouk sand Prime Minister Nehms Fashe, the Wafdist Paruy leadsr.

+* 1 -+
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demonstrated lest week by the holding of & special 31"93"’1\ COTi-
ference at which Minister of interior Fuad Scraggedin announced
that a new anti-Communist Department is being created within
his ministry. Recently there have been a number of police
raids against repcrtedly Comminis: cells in and around Calrc.

* - i
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* * +*

The French Govermment has fugniﬁdwa a U3 ¢il compony b
construct a kX petrclevm storage installation at Dousls,
Frepch Cameroons, saying that only the semli.natlonallzed
Compagnie Frangaisc des Pot: ’L e will be authorized to bulld
such a facility. Cominz as The climmx Lo & long perlod of
delaying tactics, not oanly 1n tie Camerocus but in Madagascer,
Dahomey, and the Ivory Comsst es well, this eppears U0 be a

m jor blow in the battle -0 abtain a place for the French in
s market long dominated by 'MW Interests. The messure will

PrRRRTBRLLY PSr RiiEate Foobi6o/02 < CIRHEDPY o 1630 K606 0bHE0 65 4P
iR




I —

-

D 8

e g

Approved For Re@se 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01@OA000100060015-9

that in the Cameroons, i Trustecship terrisory, all UN men.
vers have equasl commercia’ rigite.

» » R

The trade balance of the Union ¢f South Africa has lmoroves
S0 greetly in recent montns that. Lhe Minlsier ©f Lceonowic
Affairs has informed Perllament of plens to permit the free
izport, subject to a ceiling pri.co, of cotion and woolen
Dlece goods from the sterling area. This action i3 1in keep-
ing with the policy of gradually relaving import controls
against the sterling ares in viow o the irproved balance of
payments position. The trend o7 improvement became rssdlly
apparent in the months of Janusry aud February 13950, when
the Union had a favorebiec trade Lalance (lncluding gold)

for the first tlme since the wvar, lu contrast Lo & large
deficii in the comparable monthks of 1949, Improvement in
the trade picture after mid-1049. stinjated by devalustion,
we.s characterized by decreased imports and increased exporte.
Import restrictions elimneted wost non-essential goods, 1
resulting, for exapmple, in rediciang imporis from the B to
one-half of the previcus year's rtotal. Favorable world
conditions and government poiicy helped increase oxports,

as in the casc of mengsnsse, axports of which were doublecd
over the previous year  This Trend, in evidence since late
1949, is expected to continue Lhrough 1950,
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